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I grew up in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and remember being taught
that it was a point of pride that because of our congregationally autonomous structure, we were the only American denomination not to split over the issue of slavery
during or before the Civil War. I am now saddened and shamed that I ever shared
that pride in the fact that our Disciples forebears hid behind an organizational
sleight-of-hand and did not take a stand when a whole race of God’s people were
being brutalized and dehumanized by the abomination of chattel slavery. I also fear
– and am also shamed by -- the fact that I likely would also have been among those
who prized such specious unity over offering a Christian witness in the face of what
President James Madison first called “America’s original sin.”
But such hindsight can be too easy and too cheap when it does not lead to clearer vision for the present moment and a clearer understanding of what the Gospel of Jesus Christ means and requires.
Our Disciples of Christ emphasis on the freedom of opinion and interpretation is a powerful and
even counter-cultural stance in a world that so insists that only the like-minded ought to have anything to do with each other. Our insistence that we find our unity in Christ at His Table despite our
differences remains a powerfully attractive witness by those who know that God’s love is for each
and all.
Yet anything, no matter how good, no matter how well-intended, can also become an idol that is
destructive. As I said in one of my sermons, an “idol” is simply something that has a power over you
that it has no right to have. And that has happened: the good of a commitment to the freedom to
interpret has become an idol when it helps contribute to a climate that has culminated in the vicious murders and maimings of almost a hundred of our brothers and sisters in Christ. The Reverend Kevin Wright has said better than I can how this has happened. Read and ponder his words:
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Every time Christians refuse to bake a wedding cake or offer commercial services for LGBTQ
folk, or rush to qualify their ‘tolerance’ with a reminder that it still doesn’t mean that they
approve of the ‘gay lifestyle,’ they are saying that there is something less acceptable, less
moral, and less equal about those individuals in comparison to themselves. These small refusals contribute to a larger cultural dehumanization of LGBTQ individuals, and when we
make LGBTQ people less human, we allow ourselves and others to make them more expendable, more disposable, and more killable.1
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Moreover, in accepting the tacit dehumanization of LGBTQ folks, we also harden our hearts to the dehumanization
of all kinds of the “other”: African Americans, Muslims, Hispanics. Now, I earnestly believe that no one reading my
words intends to contribute to such things. And yet I invite you to join me in honestly asking ourselves whether our
language about “tolerance” and freedom of opinion has in fact inadvertently contributed to the climate that helped
make possible this horror.
It is time to move beyond the shibboleth of “freedom of opinion” and its puny cousin “tolerance.” First Christian’s
Personnel Policy says this: “The church does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, age, national
origin, ancestry, disability, sexual orientation, or familial status.” And we have regularly said that we intend to be a
church where all are truly welcome. It is time, though, I believe for us as individuals and as a church to go beyond
such passive language to provide a full-throated, unambiguous, active and emphatic statement to the gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgendered folks who are our brothers and sisters in Christ. I hope that we will say:
 You are not just ‘welcome,’ you are wanted.
 You are not just ‘accepted,’ you are loved.
 You are not just ‘free’ to worship, you have gifts to share with the Body of Christ

I hope that we will say “We want you to help us make sure that our language and actions never inadvertently contribute to your dehumanization.” Most of all, I hope we will say “You are safe here.”
How do we as a church do that? For most of my ministry, I believed it was important that in the interests of protecting “freedom of interpretation” that a congregation make no “official” statements concerning any particular
theological stance. If that was ever correct on my part, I now believe it no longer is. The events of Orlando have
made that view obsolete and even odious. I intend, therefore, to ask our Ministry Board to begin looking at initiating a study and action process to hopefully explicitly become what in the Disciples is called an “Open and Affirming Church.” That is one way in which we can begin to truly signal that we truly care about all of God’s people, all of
our brothers and sisters in Christ – especially those who are under such threat simply for how God made them and
who God made them to love. But it is also important that each one of us individually examine our hearts. I would
therefore invite you to join me in honestly, if painfully, asking yourself if our language and attitudes have unintentionally contributed to the situation that Rev. Wright so wrenchingly describes. Can we vow never again to laugh at
a joke that is told at the expense of a fellow brother or sister in Christ because of their sexuality? Will we speak up
when folks slam and slur “those people” with falsehoods and lies?
A great, haunting, marvelous old hymn of the Church says this: To us all, to every nation, comes the moment to decide. In the strife of truth with falsehood, for the good or evil side; Some great cause, God’s new endeavor, offering
each the bloom or blight. And the choice goes by forever ‘twixt that darkness and that light.” 2 I do NOT want us to
recapitulate our forebears’ terrible mistake. I DO want us to ever more fully extend the love, the hope, the safety
of the Gospel to those who are so often demeaned. The choice that the hymn speaks of is before us: Please, God,
do not let that choice go by us forever; please let us choose for the good.
Chuck Blaisdell, Sr. Pastor
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Musings From Your Moderator for July 2016
Summer greetings from the road, where Debbie and I are on a three-week Western road trip seeing the sights and visiting family. I hope that each of you has
something special planned for this summer for relaxation and rejuvenation.
I want to thank all those who said “yes” to nomination to serve as Elders (Sharon
Tausan, Jon Boring, Don Cramblit, Julie Rush, Norman Heimer, Farrell Thompson), Trustee (Matt Hesser), and Ministry Board members (Rick Bachmann, Liz
Soltero, Harry Grover). Your election by acclamation at the congregational
meeting was a testimony to the congregation’s appreciation for you and the way you will listen
well to the congregation and bring your wisdom to these leadership groups.
I hope you are planning to attend one of the Music on the Labyrinth concerts this summer. This
is the fifth summer that our church has offered this musical gift to the community. They are always fun events and I hope you’ll bring your friends. The full schedule is in the Sunday worship
bulletin and on FCC’s website.
Speaking of FCC’s website, I’m excited that very soon we will be debuting a new website for the
church to replace the current six-year-old one. The previews I have seen of the new site are engaging and it will help us to continue to reach out with a message of God’s love.
And speaking of fun, mark your calendars for the Annual All-Church Picnic at Bear Creek Park at
12:30 p.m., Sunday, August 14, following the 11:00 a.m. worship. You’ll hear more about it very
soon!
In the midst of our summer fun, I invite you to join me in prayers for those killed and injured in
Orlando. I am so glad we are a church that says “We want to welcome everyone!” and which always seeks to live out our belief that God’s love is for everyone. Period!
See you in church!
Don Metz

NEW SMALL GROUP! “THE SUMMER WRITERS' CIRCLE”
What stories come to mind when others talk about their history? Often we reminisce about our
own life’s events when we listen or read others' stories. A new summer class
at FCC for men, women, boys and girls will give you the opportunity to write
and share your stories of life, faith, and relationships. Some will be touching,
others scary, and many will be funny. The class will meet on Mondays at
1:00 P.M. beginning June 13, with each session lasting 60-90 minutes and
will continue for six weeks. The class will be led by Linda Shelton, who writes:
“Each participant will write a story weekly, and share it with the class the
next week. It is an experience which will help you know others in the class at a deeper level, and
give them opportunity to know you.” Questions? Contact Linda Shelton at 719-598-7918 or email
her at dnlshelton@earthlink.net
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Greetings from the music ministry! We have some wonderful summer events planned
and hope for you to join us in any and all of them. Our “All Come Sing” choir rehearsals and Sunday music are coming right up—the first one is Thursday, June 23rd, at
7:00 pm. Come to rehearse with the Chancel Choir at FCC for one hour, and then enjoy snacks and fellowship together! Come back together on Sunday morning to sing
for one or both services. The music will be very accessible: anyone can come who
has a love for singing! No music reading or prior choral experience necessary! Our
other “All Come Sing” dates are Thursday, July 21 and Sunday, July 24, and Thursday,
August 25 and Sunday, August 28. Please join us and invite your friends!
Kim Schultz
First Christian Church is also introducing a new Performing Arts Camp entitled
Music Director IMPACT: 2016, for children and youth ages K-12th grade. This camp will be held
July 11-15, in the morning, with a final performance on Friday, July 15 th in the
evening. Family Ministries Coordinator Laura Hatler has more detailed information in her article this
month, but it will be an exciting week. I encourage you to sign up your favorite child or youth!
For Sunday worship in July, we have a really nice mixture of music. On July 3 rd, a small
group from the Chancel Choir will sing “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” in honor of our Independence
Day holiday. On July 10th, we welcome our dear friend Joe Uveges to services—he will be playing
music throughout the service and this is sure to be a moving musical Sunday! On July 17 th, our kids
who were involved in IMPACT: 2016 will present a piece from their musical, “It’s Cool in the Furnace.” We finish out the month with another All Come Sing on July 24th!
And, of course, don’t miss our Labyrinth concerts, every other Saturday night at 6:30 pm.
We have some awesome talent lined up this summer! It’s a great way to spend an evening with
family and friends!
If you have ideas for music during worship, or other ways you’d like to get involved with the
music ministry at FCC, feel free to give me a call or send me an email. We’d love to welcome you.
Blessings,
Kim

Hot Summer Nights: Music on the Labyrinth
The programs will be held outdoors on the labyrinth at 6:30 p.m. (but will move inside for inclement weather; no
cancellations). Invite a friend or two to enjoy some delightful music on a lovely Saturday evening. You may
bring a folding chair or blanket, or just sit on the wall around the labyrinth. A free will
offering will be taken.
On Saturday, July 2, we’re presenting Summer Creek Acoustic Band. Members Jorrin
Powell, Jory, Kooper and Kerry Lane - mandolin, guitar, fiddle, bass, banjo, vocals - will
perform bluegrass, gospel, and country music.
On Saturday, July 16, the program will feature the Liberty
Belles, a trio of classically-trained, stage-savvy, fun-loving singers. Jennifer De Dominici,
Amber Marek and Amalia Dobbins will bring to life the songs of the great musical era of
the 1940s with a light-hearted joy that is contagious.
www.libertybellestrio.com
On Saturday, July 30, we’re presenting All Those Who Wander, a folk alternative group. Nick
and Danielle Booker and Forrest Alvarez will perform original and traditional music - an eclectic
mix of American, Scottish, and Irish folk styles - with mandolin, penny whistle, guitar, flute, bodhran, bouzouki, trombone, and vocals.
www.allthosewhowandermusic.com
On August 13, Dean Phelps, Singer and award-winning guitarist. Dean Phelps combines the
rhythmic beat of thumb picking guitar with a soulful vocal style. Part blues and part old school country, Dean stirs that style into a repertoire of songs from the late 19th and early 20th centuries along
with a few pages out of the hymnal, creating a style that is reminiscent of players like Merle Travis
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Shiprock Mission Trip and Chicken Coop Build… A Thank You!
How does you express your gratitude for such selfless sharing that made
possible the Memorial Day Weekend Mission Trip? The words “Thank You!”
do not seem to carry the depth of emotion that I feel towards the continuous generosity of First Christian Church! This was demonstrated so vividly
by the financial support shown by individuals, the Chapel Sunday School
class and other persons who were not directly involved in the chicken coop
build and delivery as well as by those who gave of their time, resources and
energy to participate in this mission.
We had a great trip to the Shiprock area of New Mexico and the Navajo
(Dene) reservation. We took two coops and erected them for two families
and curtains were made for both homes. The ladies measured the windows, drove 26 miles back to the hotel to sew the curtains, and then returned with the completed curtains and rods on which to hang them.
Everyone who went contributed in a significant way to the success of the trip. The Navajo families
were extremely pleased and quite humble in their reception of these gifts. They honored us in traditional ways. Those of us who went learned more about one another, about ourselves and about native persons who care a great deal about their families and are thankful for people who lend a hand
in helping them survive the rigors of reservation life.
I want to thank those individuals: Nancy May (Chair of the Mission and Outreach Committee),
Steve Walgren, Bev Sarton, Jenn Candib, Joshua Candib, Liam Candib, Diane Ashton, Jan Halley,
Becca Burris, and Joan Arnold.
We are also thankful for the partnership with One Nation Walking Together. Kathy Dunson, Assistant
Director, and Carlos Rivera from the staff went along to introduce us to the families, help with the
cultural understandings, and assisted with the work.
We are planning a full report with pictures to the congregation on a Sunday later in the summer.
Thank you one and all!
Onward!
Don Sarton
Associate Minister of Mission and Stewardship

UPCOMING CLASS!
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Making Our Religion Relevant:
Engaging the World of the 21st Century
How did Christ understand and identify himself with the world around
him? And, likewise, how do we identify with Christ in our 21st century world that is so fraught with complexity, violence, and fears? This
two-Sunday course (12:30 p.m. in the Mayall Room, July 10 and
17), taught by Darryl Searuggs, will consider such questions as: Is
Jesus still relevant in our world? Is there ever any room in Christianity for hate speech or racism? How ought our faith cause us to respond to those whose gender identification is different from the
norm?
A light lunch will be served.
Contact Darryl, dserug@gmail.com for more info.

Rev. Don Sarton, Associate Minister for Mission & Stewardship

As I write for this month’s edition of “Table Talk,” there are three events that have affected me deeply – and they all revolve around death, life, new life and hope. The first is
the death and reflections of Muhammad Ali; the second was the memorial service sermon
for Don Farmer delivered by Gay Hatler; and the third are the events surrounding the
mass shooting of innocent people in Orlando.
Back in the fifties and early sixties, I was a fan of boxing, heavyweight boxing particularly. I was deeply
affected by Muhammad Ali:
Partly because he became the champ on a night I will not forget -- how could anyone defeat Sonny
Liston!
Partly because (no surprise here!) I had a rebellious streak.
Partly I was also caught and intrigued by Ali’s tremendously confident, maybe even arrogant, stance.
And
Partly I was struggling with what it meant to be.
But following his death, I was reminded of a couple of the things he said: "Service to others is the
rent you pay for your room here on earth." In his actions, he lived the truth of that pronouncement. Ali also said "He who is not courageous enough to take risks will accomplish nothing in
life." This cornerstone, this foundation – service to others! -- was lived out of the ring by Ali as attested by so many people.
In the memorial service for Don Farmer, Gay spoke of grace, the power of God’s love to transform our
lives and the importance of our living that love in our relationship with others. I know from my days as
a chaplain at Boys Town in Nebraska that the only hope for transforming lives does not lie in judgment
and harsh criticism, but in the power of love that sets us free to explore options of life, light, hope and
being.
Third, the devastation to the corporate psyche and spirit of the American people that occurred in the
chaos of the mass shooting in Orlando is deep and long-lasting. The horrendous loss of life to young
people in the prime of life is beyond description. I do not have and I doubt many of us have the appropriate words to describe what is taking place within our souls and within our country -- the loss of security, where do we go that is safe? As my wife Bev said, “It can happen anywhere.”
Yet I also know and I am convinced that God is calling life out of death, hope out of devastation, light
out of darkness. The only hope for transformation does not lie in sound-bite faith statements, nor platitudes, but a serious reckoning of our faith journey. I believe we are being called through these events
to take seriously our call, to follow Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the Christ. It is time for us to be, in
Ali’s words, “Courageous enough to take risks” so that we might become the persons, the community,
the congregation, the nation, the world that God is calling us to become. This will not come by holding
onto the insecurities, the identities, the fear, the biases and the prejudices that is too much a part of ALL
of our lives. It will not come through harsh judgment and destructive statements, but by our extending
to one another the freedom to think, to express, to share together in the Grace of God and one another.
I believe that this occurs when we adopt as our foundation service to others. I trust you will engage me
and others in this quest.
Onward!
Don Sarton, Associate Minister for Mission and Stewardship
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CRMR Disciples Women Renewal
September 16-18, 2016
Glen Eyrie, Colorado Springs, CO

Registration Deadline July 1, 2016
This year’s program is entitled “Lavender Springs Spa,” a spiritually nourishing retreat on Psalms,
encouraging you to revive, rejoice, restore, rest, renew, and refresh as you learn how the psalms
have inspired people for centuries. You’ll leave with a fresh approach to prayer that will grow your
faith throughout the months to come.
We hope you will make your attendance a priority and that you will encourage other women to attend who may not have had the opportunity to do so in the past. We are committed to serving the
needs of women whose desire is to be all that God is calling them to be.
The women of First Christian Church, Colorado Springs, would like to invite you to consider helping
us connect and re-connect the women of the Central Rocky Mountain Region by attending this
year’s women’s renewal/retreat on the beautiful and inspiring grounds of Glen Eyrie Castle near
Garden of the Gods. These beautiful grounds are surrounded by awe-inspiring red rock formations
making it the ideal “get-away” without being too isolated from civilization.
Scholarships are available to help you with expenses. Ask us about it.
Diana Hatler at dianahatler@gmail.com or Lenna Fajerman at coloradogirl@pcisys.net
The Rebekah group gathered at the home of Diana Hatler on June 14 for a delicious salad potluck
lunch. There were fifteen ladies present on a beautiful sunny day to enjoy great food, conversation
and fellowship. The Rebekahs will take a break for the next two months and reconvene on Tuesday, September 13, 1pm, in the Mayall Conference room. All women are welcome and encouraged
to join us in the fall.
Searchers will not meet in July and August. The next regular meeting will be on the first Wednesday, September 7 at 12:30. . Remember to register by July 1 for CRMR Renewal to be held September 16,17,and 18 at Glen Eyrie. Over the summer, FCC women welcome your help to prepare
for renewal. Contact Diana Hatler or Dorthy Smith to volunteer.
Jan Haley, Searcher's president 598-6920, janhaley@comcast.net.
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David & Joyce Wells
would like to invite you to
their 60th wedding
anniversary celebration
on Saturday, july 16, 2016,
for a Hawaiian party
at the International Dance
Club,
potluck at 6pm,
dancing from 7 to 10 pm
Please RSVP to 719-592-9104
or email
frank7285@comcast.net.
The Family of Don Farmer greatly appreciated the prayers, love & kindness
provided our family during this difficult time. A special thank you to those
who donated time, food & money for the reception and home. We have been
comforted by your generosity & kindness. God Bless.
The Farmer Family
Dear friends at First Christian Church,
Thank you all for the wonderful surprise gift from the “noisy offering.” How cool! We are grateful
for your support and gracious offering of the kitchen and youth space as well. We are blessed by
your generosity.
Jim Hinkle, Two Cor
Dear Friends at First Christian Church of Colorado Springs,
“We grown-ups forget about miracles and wonders when we get older, but kids- Indian kids, white
kids, black kids, every kind o’ kids – live in the middle of a million miracles and wonders every
day.” Edna Gordon, Seneca Wisdomkeeper
We at One Nation see miracles every day. It could be an envelope with a donation from you, a
package of school supplies from you, a visit from you wanting to volunteer for one of our programs,
or a phone call from one of our tribal friends with words of thanks for the truck load of basic necessities they received from us that will assist hundreds in their community. The miracles never end
for us. We offer our blessings and thanks to you, our Miracle Makers!
Many Thanks from One Nation Walking Together

Larry Bates
Gene Brink
Shawn Pedigo

7/2
7/3
7/4

Jacob Rush
Casandra Accord
Jack Lingbloom
Connie Blunt
Heidi O’Quinn
Becky Erickson
Lowell Olson
Jamie Dodd
Ken Howard
Sam Straka
Bena Bond

7/4
7/5
7/6
7/8
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/12
7/12
7/12
7/13

Dominic Seltzer
Katherine Raley
Cheyenne Erickson
Kelsey Sale
Calla Urban
Carroll Bloomquist
Leland Langston
Jeanette Bachmann
Jewel Bates
Nanette Campbell
Susan Dodd

7/13
7/17
7/19
7/19
7/22
7/23
7/26
7/27
7/27
7/27
7/29
Page 9

By Laura Hatler

Everyone is invited to join the youth group for a day trip to Water World on Saturday, July 9. We
will meet at the church at 8:30am, carpool up to Denver and back, returning by 5:00pm. Cost will be
$20 per person for entry to the water park. Bring a sack lunch or money for food. Children under 6th
grade must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. RSVP by July 3!

Introducing...

IMPACT 2016
A Performing Arts Camp for kids K-12th grades

Teaching kids about Christ's love through the performing arts!
ALL CHILDREN ages K-12th grade are invited!
Invite any interested kids you know! We will be learning and performing "It's Cool in the Furnace",
a musical about Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego!
Cost is $10 per child ($25 per family).
Registration deadline is June 27, 2016.
For more information, or to register, contact Music Director Kim Schultz.
July 11-15, 2016
9:00 am-12:00 pm
Program on Friday, July 15th at 6:30 pm
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As we have done the last several years, FCC is again hosting the 4K for Cancer Cyclists on their overnight stop in Colorado Springs, Friday night, July 8. This is a very worthy cause and we are delighted
these cyclists again want to be here at FCC. Kim Hatler is again coordinating dinner and breakfast for
the group, and she notes that she could use the following donations:
4K for cancer dinner items needed:
Potato Bar:
 Potatoes
 Sour cream
 Cheese
 Butter
 Sauté onions
 Red bell peppers
 Chili (with or without beans)
 Other veggies
Dessert:
 Ice cream
 Bananas
 Watermelon sorbet
Breakfast:
 Cereal variety
 Milk
 Almond or Soy milk
 Peanut butter
 Bread
Contact Kim at kimhatler@msn.com
Elders Fund of FCC - The Elders of First Christian Church oversee a care fund intended to meet the needs of people who are a part of the church family. This fund is intended as a last resort for time of crisis and/or emergency regarding health, food and/or shelter. If you have a need that fits in this category, contact an elder or pastor for an application. The Elders Fund is supported by donations which are gladly accepted at any time as
well as through organized fund raisers. This is just one of the ways we at FCC extend "radical hospitality,
outrageous generosity, and joyful service to God and neighbor."
Church Staff
Pastoral Staff
Chuck Blaisdell, Senior Pastor ~ chuck@blaisdells.net or seniorpastor@firstchristiancos.org
Office hours 8:30 a.m-2:30 p.m. Mon.-Wed., other by appointment
Hana Bustillos, Interim Lay Associate Minister~ hbustillos@firstchristiancos.org
Office hours: Mon.-Tues 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Don Sarton, Associate Minister for Mission & Stewardship ~ don@firstchristiancos.org
Carol Wilson, Pastoral Visitor ~ organist@firstchristiancos.org
Lynn Smith, Licensed Minister of Visitation ~ bikernurse@aol.com
Darryl Searuggs, Student Associate Minister ~ dserug@gmail.com
Gaylord Hatler, Senior Pastor Emeritus and Assistant for Special Projects ~ gayhatler@yahoo.com
Program & Music Staff
Kim Schultz, Director of Music and Communications ~ kim@firstchristiancos.org
Carol Wilson, Organist, Concert Series ~ organist@firstchristiancos.org
Laura Hatler, Family Ministries Coordinator ~ laura@thehatlers.com
Norman Heimer, Coordinator of Small Group Ministries ~ norman@firstchristiancos.org
Pamela Parent, Nursery Director ~ pamelagparent@gmail.com
Brittany Bevans Merchant, Sunday School Teacher ~ brittany.bevans@yahoo.com
Gray Fredericks, Sunday School Teacher ~ gratian.fredericks@yahoo.com
Support Staff
Kathe Petersen, Administrative Assistant ~ fcc@firstchristiancos.org
Office Hours 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday & 9:00 a.m. to noon Friday
Diana Serna, Bookkeeper/Wedding Coordinator ~ accountant@firstchristiancos.org
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Monday & Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. to noon Friday
Laura Patino, Custodian ~ fcc@firstchristiancos.org
7:15 a.m.to 3:15 p.m. Monday-Thursday, Sunday mornings through 1:30 p.m.
Ray Killian, Building Security Assistant ~ COmusicbear@comcast.net

